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with the province from which he is drawn. The toughest
fighters undoubtedly come from the north.

After February 20th the speed of sending in soldiers
was increased rather than diminished. The reason was
probably the slow progress in central Spain, and the
hope that, once the International Brigade could not
recruit more members, General Franco would finish off
his Madrid campaign quickly.

Some 10,000 Italians were landed at Cadiz between
February 22nd and 28th.1 Most of these seem to have
been rushed up to the Central Spanish front to help in
the capture of Madrid* which for political rather than
strategic reasons was considered the key position.

The commander of the Madrid defence, General
Miaja, said this afternoon: 'Three Italian prisoners
have been taken. . . . They were disembarked in
Cadiz on February 22nd. . , . Now they form part
of an Italian division of 7,000, which is attacking us
on this sector of the central front/2

The deliberate and systematic violation of the non-
intervention agreement had been well known in Spain
long before the end of 1936. The British Government
must have learnt about the departure of an organized
Italian expeditionary force from December onwards.
By every canon of international law the pact should
have been denounced before the end of the year in view
of Italy's obvious preparations, her issue of mobilization
orders, etc. The occupation of the Balearic Islands, the
fortification of Majorca and Ibiza, their use as purely
Italian air bases, the appointment of regular Italian

1 Daily Telegraph* March 8, 1937.  Manchester Guardian* March
8. (From Cadiz.)
--    * Daily Telegraph, March 10.   (From Madrid.)